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Tolleson, Arizona is located just
minutes west of downtown Phoenix.
Paseo de Luces in Tolleson, Arizona is the gateway to
opportunity for new, growing and thriving businesses in the West
Valley. The emerging downtown offers retail businesses a diverse
customer base with an average daily population of over 20,000
people. The current redevelopment project is elevating Tolleson’s
vibrancy and adding activity to the streets of downtown by
providing local residents, employees and visitors with a growing
variety of shopping, dining
and service offerings.
A small town with big ideas, Tolleson boasts a unique blueprint for
maintaining balance between a glorious yesterday and an
exhilarating tomorrow, welcoming opportunity and progress with
generous hearts, industrious hands and open minds.

Tolleson, Arizona is located just
minutes west of downtown Phoenix.
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Empowering young minds to allow their
creativity to infuse art & cutlture into the community.
The City of Tolleson and the West Valley Arts Council partnered up in the Gallery 37 Program in support
of the Council’s mission to drive arts policy forward and to champion arts education throughout the
West Valley.
Gallery 37 provides West Valley high school students an arts-based community project that inspires
them to seek higher education and pursue a meaningful career in the arts. Each summer, for the past
14 years, students have worked side-by-side with professional master artists developing and installing
complelling permanent public art projects in communities throughout the West Valley. Gallery 37 has
become a highly anticipated summer program with strong regional visibility.
Through this program these young artist were able to creatively express Tolleson’s past, present and
future representation of culture and vision for the future. This remarkable collaboration resulted in
the Paseo de Arte “Path of Art” located in the heart of Tolleson, Paseo de Luces.

Take a stroll through Paseo de Arte (Path of Art).

Pure Wisdom
The quote “The songs of our ancestors are also the songs of our children”, by Philip
Carr-Gomm, illustrates how our ancestor’s knowledge is passed down to future generations.
This sculpture is designed to communicate Tolleson’s history of passing on their experiences to
future generations. Each element in the sculpture has signiﬁcance. The sun shines over the
whole piece as a symbol of nurturing. The hands represent the ancestors of Tolleson that are
cultivating future generations by passing their knowledge, symbolized by the water, onto their
future generation as depicted by the sprout. Finally, roots are shown growing within the crop
rows to represent the future generation’s impact on the world resulting from the mentoring
and nurturing of previous generations.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: LISETTE LUNA – WESTVIEW HS, SENIOR
CHELSIE NOWINSKI - WESTVIEW HS, SENIOR

Family Tree
This sculpture expresses how family is a timeless bond that surpasses all other
relationships. The family stands together with their hands reaching for the sky
depicting the unity and the aspirations of the family with the child representing the
sprout of hope for future generations.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS:

GINA CAMPBELL – AGUA FRIA HS, SENIOR
JENNIFER GATES – ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, SENIOR
TAMARA RICHARD – ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, JUNIOR
KRISTA ROJAS - ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, SENIOR

Tradition
This sculpture expresses Tolleson’s culture through colors, design, and materials. The
mariachi and the ballet folklorico dancer represent Tolleson’s spirit and zest for life. The
stained glass design boldly expresses the city’s religious conviction. The contrast of both
warm and cool color schemes in the piece allows viewers to connect with the vibrancy and
hospitality of the community, similar to the feeling a person experiences when visiting
Tolleson during a community celebration. The cool colors are used to subtly depict the
Estrella Mountains; the ever present backdrop of this community. Finally, the cylinder
form of the piece embodies the continuity of the culture, tradition, and unity of Tolleson.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS:

BRENDA LEMIEUX – DESERT EDGE HS, JUNIOR
KATHY RAMIREZ – TUHS UNIVERSITY HS, SOPHOMORE

New Heights
This sculpture embodies our community’s continuous pursuit of progress. The wagon
wheel base which represents building upon our past. At the apex is the torch symbolizing
aspirations for a bright future. At the center of the sculpture are supporting hands that
signify the strength and stability of the people of Tolleson who altogether provide the
foundation upon which our community is built. The mantra, “Honoring our Past &
Positioning our Future” reﬂects Tolleson’s pride in our historical accomplishments and
commitment to stay true to our history, culture and traditions as we seek to advance the
prosperity and quality of life for our future generations.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: NATHALIE GUEVARA – TUHS UNIVERSITY HS, SOPHOMORE
CLARE PARENT – DESERT EDGE HS, FRESHMAN
GRACE PETERSEN – WESTVIEW HS, SENIOR
CASEY VAUGHAN – VALLEY VISTA HS, JUNIOR

True Heroes
This sculpture reﬂects the pride felt by our community derived from our local
veterans who have served and are currently serving our country in every branch of
our nation’s military. The sculpture does not tie into a speciﬁc military era, branch,
ranking, or gender, and is designed to recognize all military heroes who have served
and sacriﬁced on behalf of our national and community ideals.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: ISAAC LOPEZ – MILLENNIUM HS, SENIOR
ASHLEY SMITH – ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, SOPHOMORE

Evolving the World
This sculpture embodies Tolleson’s evolution through the integration of both agriculture
and industry. The agricultural component is represented by the organic look of a tree
with bark, branches, leaves, and pecans and is intertwined with the industrial element
consisting of a steel trunk and I-beams that are set in right and acute angles. To illustrate
Tolleson’s continuous economic expansion the tree roots break through their container
at the base of the sculpture. Centered in the sculpture is the sun which symbolizes our
community’s pride, determination and work ethic which were the essential elements of
our economic progress and evolution.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: MELISSA CHAVEZ – VALLEY VISTA HS, SENIOR
LISETTE BORJA – AAEC ESTRELLA MOUNTAIN, JUNIOR

Unity
This sculpture depicts how the people of Tolleson unite to hoist our city into a prosperous
future. This design interprets how our community is both willing and eager to join
together to overcome every obstacle. The ﬁgures were purposely made ambiguous in
form as a way to reﬂect Tolleson’s diverse background and to represent the contributions
made by citizens of every age, race, gender and religion. The ﬁgures are depicted in a
uniﬁed struggle to uphold the sun which represents the future of the community. The
predominant theme of this piece is the acknowledgment that together the people of this
community have and will shape the future of our city.
CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: GINA CAMPBELL – AGUA FRIA HS, SENIOR
JENNIFER GATES – ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, SENIOR
TAMARA RICHARD - ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, JUNIOR
KRISTA ROJAS – ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, SENIOR

The Foundation
The foundation upon which each piece of art is placed symbolizes Tolleson’s history.
The river rock gabion was utilized in Tolleson as a component of the irrigation
system which represents the importance of the agricultural era in Tolleson. The
dark brown wood represents the ground, trees and earth; also symbolic of the
importance of agriculture in our history. To contrast the agricultural theme, the
metal structure, wire mesh and banding is representative of the industrial era of
our community. Altogether these components comprise not only the foundations
upon which these works of art are placed but also represent the foundations upon
which our community was built.

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS: DOMINIKA MACZKA – DESERT EDGE HS, JUNIOR
CLARE PARENT – DESERT EDGE HS, FRESHMAN
GRACE PETERSEN – WESTVIEW HS, SENIOR
CHEYENNE ROMERO – DESERT EDGE HS, JUNIOR

Conceptual Design
Proper recognition and thanks to the following artists that contributed to the conceptual design of this arts program by conducting community focus groups and design
charrettes in preparation for the design and fabrication of the ﬁnal art pieces:

CONTRIBUTING ARTISTS:

ALBA DELGADO – VALLEY VISTA HS, JUNIOR
CHERISH KEMPTON – IRONWOOD HS, SENIOR
KAITLYN MACKAY – XAVIER COLLEGE PREP, SENIOR
HANNAH RICHARD – HOME SCHOOL, SENIOR
EMMA URETSKY - ESTRELLA FOOTHILLS HS, SENIOR

THERE’S NEVER BEEN A BETTER TIME TO BE A PART
OF DOWNTOWN TOLLESON - IN PASEO DE LUCES

Paseo de Arte

Path of Art!

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFORMATION.
Office of Economic Development
9555 W. Van Buren St.
Tolleson, AZ 85353
Telephone: 623.474.4998
tollesonaz.org

West Valley Arts Council
13243 N. Founders Park Blvd.
Suprise, AZ 85379
Telephone: 623-935-6384
westvalleyarts.org

