
ORDINANCE NO. 616 N.S.

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOLLESON, 
ARIZONA, PROHIBITING CAMPING IN DESIGNATED PUBLIC AREAS AND 
PROVIDING PENALTIES FOR VIOLATIONS; PROVIDING FOR REPEAL OF 
CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY.
 
WHEREAS, public places in the City of Tolleson (the “City”), including public parks, 

provide common areas for residents of the community and non-residents to meet, relax, and 
take part in recreational, cultural, social, and other activities; and

 
WHEREAS, it is the responsibility of the City and, in the best interests of residents of the 

community and nonresidents, to ensure that public streets, sidewalks, parks, and other public 
places are made readily accessible to the public; and 

 
WHEREAS, in furtherance of protecting these public areas, it is in the best interests of 

the City to prohibit the use of certain public areas for urban camping and the storage of personal 
property, other than those for which the property was designed; and

 
WHEREAS, the City has experienced an influx of individuals camping on public property 

and desires to impose reasonable regulations to regulate the time, place, and manner of camping 
in City limits to protect public health, safety, and sanitation and allow tools to prevent and 
address public nuisances. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 

OF TOLLESON, ARIZONA, as follows:  
 

Section 1. Title and Purpose. 
 
This ordinance shall be known and referred to as the “Anti-Camping Ordinance.” Its 

purpose is to promote public health, safety, and welfare by regulating camping on public property 
to ensure safe and accessible public spaces for all.

Section 2. Definitions.
 
For the purposes of this ordinance, the following definitions apply: 
 

 Camping: Using real property in the City for living accommodation purposes such as 
sleeping activities, making preparations to sleep (including laying down bedding), 
storing personal belongings, making a fire, using tents or shelters or other structures 
or vehicles for sleeping, doing any digging or earth breaking, or carrying on cooking 
activities. These activities constitute camping when it reasonably appears, in light of 
all the circumstances, that the participants are using the area for living 
accommodation purposes, regardless of intent or the nature of other activities. 
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Camp Paraphernalia: Includes, but is not limited to, tarpaulins, cots, beds, sleeping 
bags, hammocks, or non-

-

established, maintained, or administered by the city.

 Public Street: All public streets and highways, public sidewalks, public benches, public 
walls, public parking lots, and public parking structures. 

 

 

 

a curriculum comparable to public schools.

 Shelter: A facility or outdoor space primarily intended to provide free or low-cost 
 

 

. Prohibited Acts. 
 
A. It shall be unlawful for any person to camp in or on any public street, alley, 

sidewalk, rights-of-way, park, preserve, or other public ground owned, possessed, or controlled 
 

 
B. It shall be unlawful for any person to camp on or within 500 feet of any parcel 

. 
 

4. Abandoned Camp Paraphernalia. 
 
A. 

 
B. 
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department.
 

5. . 
 

camp or park vehicles overnight in a park or preserve. Nothing in this s
camping or overnight parking sponsored by the City.

6. . 

A.
-1-8 of this code.

 
B.  -

treatment.
 

7. Providing for Severability. 
 

part of the Code adopted herein by reference is, for any reason, held to be invalid or 

8. . 

[SIGNATURES ON FOLLOWING PAGE] 
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PASSED AND ADOPTED
10th day of June, 2025.

____________________________________

ATTEST: ____________________________________
Crystal Zamora, City Clerk

APPROVED AS TO FORM: ____________________________________
Justin Pierce, City Attorney

I, CRYSTAL ZAMORA, CITY CLERK, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THAT A TRUE AND CORRECT COPY OF ORDINANCE 
NO. 616 N.S. ADOPTED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TOLLESON ON THE 10TH DAY OF 
JUNE, 2025, WAS POSTED IN CITY CIVIC CENTER AND ON THE CITY’S WEBSITE, ON THE 11TH DAY OF 
JUNE, 2025.
 
______________________________
City Clerk




